ENERGY PROJECTS REPORT - 8 December 2025
Introduction:

Sizewell C, Essex and Suffolk Water and Sea Link all require mentioning in this report. Undoubtedly
National Grid Electricity Transmission Sea Link is creating an enormous amount of work for both our
Clerk and me. Commensurately, Sizewell C has both created and resolved issues:

Sizewell C, resolved problem: Report on meeting with Sizewell C, Network Rail, and Balfour Beatty
— 18 November 2025, with Councillors Barker and Burns plus the Clerk in attendance.

Night trains stopping in Saxmundham:

After completion of works, there should be no trains stopping in Saxmundham overnight with the
engines running for several hours. Balfour Beatty confirmed that they would investigate the
problem and endeavour to resolve it. In the meantime, scheduled works will be added to the
Sizewell Works Tracker. (The next two scheduled events are the 4" and 9" December 2025.)

Noise Mitigation:

Sizewell C has a Noise Mitigation Scheme for residents affected by train movements. Whilst those
affected should have received an offer of help, we understand that some residents may not have
been contacted. | would recommend that Saxmundham Town Council includes this in our
communication materials.

Rail Safety:

Wherever and whenever, the Council were urged to stress that the Eastern Suffolk Line and branch
line to service were now in constant use and that people should not walk on the lines.

All rail crossings on the route to Sizewell are in the process of upgrading with additional barriers and
new warning lights put in place. The Kiln Lane Crossing that separates the proposed Saxmundham
Garden Neighbourhood with the Suitable Alternative Green Space (SANG) will be restricted to
emergency vehicles only with a traffic light indicator for pedestrians using the crossing.

Outstanding Issues and potential solution:

Sizewell C relies heavily on their Works Tracker for communication and residents can register for
notifications. However, this does not assist a significant minority who do not engage with digital
technology. Updates are addressed through community newspapers and the local press but this
does not answer the question of how residents without access to technology keep updated on road
and rail issues, noise mitigation schemes, etc.

A solution to this problem could be a meet a Councillor monthly session, by appointment, to update
local residents who do not have access to the internet. This does not need to be restricted to
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects but provide an opportunity to listen to other issues and
either resolve or guide residents to the appropriate help, (and in some instances actually contact the
appropriate authority on their behalf).



Report on meeting with Sizewell C via Zoom, 21 November 2025 Results of traffic monitoring —
August 2025 for parish councils

Traffic monitoring:
The results from seven sites monitored constantly and forty-five sites reviewed bi-annually were
presented to the meeting.

It was noted that there was not a significant uptick in traffic recorded in the additional August
monitoring event that was instigated to understand holiday traffic movements. In relation to
Saxmundham, the increase in traffic using the B1119 between Saxmundham and Leiston from April
2024 compared to August 2025 was circa 20 per cent higher, increasing from 3905 to 4870 vehicles.
This certifies anecdotal evidence from residents that Saxmundham is getting busier. The figures
reflect traffic passing through Saxmundham to Leiston and vice versa. However it does not include
traffic that enters and stays in Saxmundham from the North, South and West.

It is likely that the increase in traffic reflects Sizewell workers travelling to site and | requested a
break-down of movements by time. It was agreed that this would be provided when the October
monitoring figures are available. | also raised the issue of early morning traffic exceeding speed
limits, especially in South Entrance.

Future Proposals:

After each Sizewell Transport Review Group meeting, it is agreed that there will be a feedback
session to parish councils in February, May, August and November. Furthermore, there is a
possibility of an online traffic dashboard for parish councils.

Suffolk Water Recycling, Transfer and Storage Project — non-statutory consultation

Report on the Essex and Suffolk Water (E&SW) Zoom Meeting 27 November 2025
Client representatives:

The scheme that will affect Saxmundham in relation to the pipeline to the Water Tower and
potentially from the Water Tower to Sizewell was discussed:

1. Pipe laying under roads takes 2 to 3 days
In countryside settings, the easement is 30 metres with a trench 1 metre wide by 2 metres
deep

3. Of 16 million litres of water produced daily by the scheme, (albeit the leaflet states 11
million, 2 million litres will go to Sizewell).

4. |If Sizewell C was not in the equation, the new scheme would still be required.

| thanked E & SW for arranging, on the behest of Saxmundham Town Council, a further exhibition in
Saxmundham at the Fromus Centre, 3 December 2025 from 15.30 to 19.30 and they apologised for
holding the first event on the same day as Sea Link Open Floor Hearings (5 November 2025).

In response to my request for the deadline for responses to be extended by a week from the 10
December to 17 December, E&SW were less forthcoming. | explained that a week, from the second



exhibition, is for those involved in the Sea Link DCO, to deliver a response, a very onerous task.
Albeit | am pleased that the meeting documents also include the Town’s response for review.

NGET, Sea Link DCO

Within the meeting documents you have:

1. For note, the Written Representation. This had to be submitted to reach a deadline and
concentrated on factors that had changed or had not been addressed in our Relevant
Representation, namely the date for the Lion Link Statutory Consultation, a planning update
for the South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood and the Essex and Suffolk Water, Suffolk
Water Recycling, Transfer and Storage Project.

2. Responses to Suffolk County and East Suffolk Councils’ Local Impact Reports (LIRs) (that are
generally very good and represent the interests of Saxmundham) and a response to NGET’s
Change Request for Benhall Bridge traffic diversion routes that are very disturbing.

| believe the responses fully the issues without further expansion.

Gnb/1 December 2025



