Energy Projects Report, Town Council Meeting, 12 January 2026

With the exception of a few communications from the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET)
Sea Link Examination, December 2025 was thankfully a quiet month for Energy Projects news. It
allows time to reflect on the first quarter of 2026 and the work that will be required. Whilst the Sea
Link Examination continues into 2026, National Grid Ventures (NGV) Lion Link project will be roaring
into life.

NGV, LionLink
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) — December 2025, the project includes:
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Kiln Lane Substation (Friston)

Proposed Underground High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) cables between Kiln Lane
Substation and the proposed Converter Station (Saxmundham)

Proposed Converter Station (Saxmundham)

Proposed underground High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) cables between the proposed
Converter Station and Landfall (Walberswick)

Landfall (Walberswick)

Proposed Offshore HVDC cables from the Landfall (Walberswick) to the edge of the UK EEZ

Plus temporary associated works to facilitate construction, including temporary access roads,
construction sites and compounds, highway works, utility and drainage works. It would also provide
opportunities for environmental mitigation, compensation and enhancement.

Timetable:
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Statutory Consultation — from 13 January 2026 — March 2026.
DCO application — 2026-2027

Examination — 2027

Decision —2028

Construction — 2028-2032

Public Exhibitions:
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Saturday 24 January 2026 from 11.00am to 4.00pm — Fromus Centre, Saxmundham
Saturday 31 January 2026 from 11.00am to 4.00pm — Walberswick Village Hall
Friday 6 February 2026 from 2.00pm to 7.00pm — High Lodge Leisure, Darsham
Saturday 21 February 2026 from 11.00am to 4.00pm — Westleton Village Hall
Saturday 28 February 2026 from 11.00am to 4.00pm, Yoxford Village Hall

Parish/Town Webinars:
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Tuesday 27 January 2026 from 6.00pm to 7.30pm
Wednesday 11 February 2026 from 6.00pm to 7.30pm

Public Webinars:
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Wednesday 4 February 2026 from 6.00pm to 7.30pm
Tuesday 3 March 2026 from 6.00pm to 7.30pm

Stakeholder briefings and meetings:
Will be available for parish councils, where all or part of the parish falls within the Primary
Consultation Zone (PCZ)



Deposit Locations for materials: (Includes some information to be distributed and for reference
only: PEIR NTS, Options Siting and Routeing Report, Plans and drawings and Guide to using the
consultation plans and drawings)

e The Town House, Saxmundham — Monday to Friday 9.00am to 4.00pm
e Saxmundham Library — Daily except Thursdays.

e Plus Southwold, Leiston and Halesworth libraries.

Contact email: info@lionlink.nationalgrid.com

Other developers’ projects:
A list that does not include: South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood and associated
employment areas and Essex and Suffolk Water Recycling, Transfer and Storage Project.

NGET, Sea Link:

The Examining Authority (ExA) issued Written Questions on 17 December, 2025 with replies required
by 9 January 2026. Whilst Saxmundham Town Council was not requested to respond, the Clerk and |
considered it important to comment in connection to questions relating to landscape vision and, in
light of the recent tragic road traffic accident, traffic using the B1119/A12 junction.

Issue Specific hearings commence w/c 26 January 2026 and are due to run over three consecutive
days, Wednesday to Friday. These will be ‘blended’ events held at Excel London, Ufford Park and
virtually via Teams. Considering that the Ufford Park venue will not be attended by the ExA and the
Applicant, and the costs of attending in person in London, the Clerk and | will attend virtually.

Thereafter:
e Written post hearing submissions are due by 10 February 2026
e Requests to be heard at further Open Floor Hearings (OFH) in relation to ‘changes’ (Benhall
Bridge) are due by 17 February 2026
e Dates reserved for hearings further Issue Specific Hearings (ISH), OFH and/or ExA’s second
written questions — w/c 23 February 2026

With the coalescence of the Sea Link Examination and the Statutory Consultation of Lion Link, it will

not just be a busy time for the Town Council, but likely a time when our community will feel
unsettled and will look to us for guidance.
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